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Norway’s town meeting was held on June 16.  To me this represents the end of a long process that begins in January when we start to think about any changes we would like to make in the way we serve you.  After cost estimates for all budget line items are determined by the department heads and me in February and March, a series of meetings with the budget committee and select-board take place in April and May.  While about a hundred people decide how to spend the money for over 5000, town meeting is still the best example of participatory democracy that I have seen.   This year’s town meeting seemed to have especially good discussions on a number of subjects ranging from the sex offender ordinance that was passed to funds for a drug enforcement agent, that didn’t.

I have been working on an application for funding for re-construction of the Harrison Road (Route #117).  As a result, MaineDOT’s planned paving overlay on that road will be delayed until after the decisions on funding the reconstruction are made.  Should the reconstruction application be successful, the work would take place in 2009.  Several citizens have written to support this effort and I appreciate it.

Installation of the capability for the Town of Norway to accept payments with credit and debit cards began this week.  We ran into some minor glitches so we will not make our July 1st goal, but I expect this service to be available sometime this month.  Initially only MasterCard will be accepted and only payments made at our location at 19 Danforth Street.

