
(Town report copies of the warrant are for information only, posted copies are the true warrant and this allows for corrections of any mistakes that may exist in the warrant appearing earlier in the town report.) 

TOWN OF NORWAY

2008/2009 TOWN MEETING WARRANT 

for the period 7/l/2008 - 6/30/2009

State of Maine

County of Oxford

To:  David Holt, Resident

Greetings:

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the voters of the Town of Norway, in said County, qualified by law to vote in the Town of Norway, to meet at the Norway Fire Station, in said Town, on Tuesday the tenth day of June, AD 2008 at 7:45 o'clock in the forenoon, then and there to act on articles numbered 1 through 2 and to notify and warn said voters to meet at the Oxford Hills High School Forum on Monday the 16th day of June, AD, 2008 at 7:00 o'clock in the evening, then and there to act on articles 3 through 46.

ARTICLE 1:  To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting.

ARTICLE 2:  To elect all necessary Town Officers as are required to be elected by Secret Ballot ( M.S.R.S., T30, S2061).  The polls for voting on Article 2 will be opened at 8:00 o'clock in the forenoon, June 10, 2008, and will close at 8:00 o'clock in the evening.  

ARTICLE 3:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Administration.  2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $290,610

          SELECT-BOARD recommends $293,720

          BUDGET COMMITTEE recommends:  $292,512

ARTICLE 4:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Municipal Complex. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $61,300  

            SELECT-BOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:  $53,500

ARTICLE 5:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Employee Benefits. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:  $333,195            

          SELECT-BOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:  $338,250

ARTICLE 6:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Planning and Enforcement. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:   $63,915

          SELECT-BOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:   $59,715

ARTICLE 7:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Police Department. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $406,890

          SELECT-BOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:   $430,164

ARTICLE 8:  Do the voters wish to raise and appropriate $19,000 for a shared drug enforcement agent?   (last year $16,064)      

          SELECT-BOARD DOES NOT recommend

ARTICLE 9:  Do the voters wish to adopt the “Norway Sex Offender Ordinance”?

ARTICLE 10:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Fire Department. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $157,400

          SELECTBOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:  $204,450

ARTICLE: 11   To see what sum the voters wish to raise and appropriate for the fire truck reserve account: 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:  $20,000

          SELECTBOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:  $18,500

Article 12:   To see if the voters wish to transfer the funds received from the sale of fire trucks to the fire truck reserve fund as recommended by the select-board.  (estimated $12,180)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               ARTICLE 13:  To see if the voters will authorize the selectboard to accept donations and grants offered to the town when they deem them to be in the town’s best interest and to authorize the selectboard to agree to those terms and conditions that may be set as conditions of the grants or donations and to appropriate any accepted grants or donations for the purposes stipulated.
ARTICLE 14:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Utilities. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:   $150,820

:         SELECTBOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend $154,820

ARTICLE 15:  To see what sum the voters will appropriate from unappropriated fund balance to cover the expected overdraft in the 2007-2008 Utilities budget.

         Town manager recommends $2,500

          :   
ARTICLE 16:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Insurance. 2007/2008APPROPRIATION:   $87,700

          SELECTBOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:   $89,100

ARTICLE 17: To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Animal Control. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:  $7,140

          SELECT-BOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend: $8,300

ARTICLE  18: To see if the voters will accept revenues into the Emergency Preparedness Account from the State of Maine or Oxford County for the purpose of operating the Strike Team   

ARTICLE 19:  To see what sum the voters wish to raise and appropriate for Emergency Preparedness.  2007/2008 Appropriation: $975

           SELECT-BOARD AND BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:  $13,400

ARTICLE 20:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Highways and Public Works. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:  $645,281

          SELECT-BOARD recommends: $716,912 

          BUDGET COMMITTEE recommends:  $697,974 

ARTICLE 21:  To see what sum the voters wish to appropriate from unappropriated fund balance to cover the cost overrun in the 2007/2008 Highway budget.  (The cost overrun is due to higher than budgeted costs for fuel, salt, sand and overtime  The town manager forecasts $120,000 will be required).

ARTICLE 22:  To what sum the voters wish to raise and appropriate for (non-sewered) road improvements.  2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:   $340,000

SELECT-BOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:  $250,000

ARTICLE 23: To see what sum the voters wish to raise and appropriate for in-town street improvement.   (2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:  $160,000

                  SELECT-BOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend: $120,000

ARTICLE 24:  To see if the voters will appropriate all revenues received from the sale of used steel for recycling from the highway department to the small equipment account 

ARTICLE 25:  To see if the voters will allow the selectboard to dispose of vehicles and equipment no longer needed in the highway, police and fire departments by public bid, auction or trade and appropriate the proceeds to the procurement of new or used vehicles or equipment for the respective departments.

ARTICLE 26: To see what sums the voters wish to raise and appropriate for the following purposes for the capital budget (amounts shown are recommended by the select-board and budget committee). 

· to purchase and equip a plow truck (2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $70,000)

Select-board and Budget Committee recommend $60,000 and balance in the reserve to purchase a truck this year

· for the reserve account to fund the eventual replacement of tractor-type highway equipment (such as the grader, loaders, sweeper and trackless) (2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $40,000)

Select-board and Budget Committee recommend $30,000 and funds from the reserve account to purchase a new or used excavator and trailer.

· for bridge repair (2007/2008 appropriation $20,000)

Select-board and Budget Committee recommend $20,000 and funds from the reserve account to replace the bridge on the Morse Road.

· for sidewalks (2007/2008 appropriation $0)
Select-board and Budget Committee recommend raising and appropriating $20,000 to be used in addition to appropriating a $57,000 grant from the Maine Department of Transportation Safe Routes to School Program to construct a sidewalk on Tucker Street

ARTICLE 27: To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Town's share of the operating cost of Norway/Paris Solid Waste, Inc. (2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $268,838)

          SELECTBOARD AND BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:  $263,500 

 ARTICLE 28: To see what sum of money the voters wish to raise and appropriate for  the Oxford County Regional Solid Waste Corporation's program and allow the Select-board to appoint Directors as needed. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:   $10,712             

           SELECTBOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:  $10,250

ARTICLE 29:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Cemeteries. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:  $15,900

          SELECTBOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:   $14,000          

ARTICLE 30:  To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Debt Service. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:  $429,423  

          SELECTBOARD & BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:  $377,488

ARTICLE 31:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for General Assistance. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION:  $33,200                  

          SELECTBOARD AND BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend  $32,200  

ARTICLE 32:  To see what disposition the Town will vote to make of the income from the Herbert Denison Cole Trust Fund now on deposit in a savings account (estimated $500 available, $5,000 principle)  2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: :  (used to purchase a Norway artwork) 

          SELECT-BOARD AND BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend $400 to purchase  

          Norway artwork  

ARTICLE 33:  To see what sum and to what purpose(s) the voters will appropriate the income of the Fred W. & Laura S. Sanborn Trust Fund (estimated available balance $46,367).  2007/2008 APPROPRIATION $12,500 for clock repair and $17,500 for Little Red School

          SELECT-BOARD AND BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend   (a) $ 10,000        

          for a contribution to Norway Downtown, and (b) $1,500 for maintenance of     

          town gardens; and (c) $20,000 repairs and improvements to the “Little Red 

          Schoolhouse”. 

ARTICLE 34: To see if the voters will appropriate $4,000 from the Sanborn Trust for the Summer Girls Program as recommended by the Town Manager and Police Chief.

ARTICLE 35:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for donations to Provider Agencies. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $32,857             

          SELECT-BOARD and BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend:   $34,885

          TOTAL REQUESTS:  $46,008

ARTICLE 36:  To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the Library. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $ 224,000
          SELECT-BOARD recommends:   $239,000

          BUDGET COMMITTEE recommends:   $230,500

          LIBRARY REQUEST:  $239,000

ARTICLE 37:  To see what sum the voters will appropriate from unappropriated fund balance to cover cost overrun in the 2007/2008 Library budget. (The overruns were caused by higher than budgeted costs for employee benefits, audit and heating oil.  The library trustees forecast $6,000 will be required)

ARTICLE 38: To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for Recreation.  2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $78,791

         SELECT-BOARD recommends:   $83,853

         BUDGET COMMITTEE recommends:  $81,115

ARTICLE 39: To see if the voters will appropriate all funds received from snowmobile registrations to the Recreation account to be used for snowmobile trail maintenance as recommended by the budget committee and select-board (estimated $5,000 and will offset amount from taxes needed to fund that purpose in the Recreation account).

ARTICLE 40: To see if the voters will appropriate all funds received from boat excise taxes to the Recreation account to be used for boat landings, dams and Pennesseewassee Park as recommended by the budget committee and select-board (estimated $7,000 and will offset amount from taxes with balance carried from year to year.) 

ARTICLE 41: To see what actions the voters wish to take on the following items for Community Preservation and Development as recommended by the budget committee and select-board:

1. Shall the Town of Norway appropriate franchise fees received from Time-Warner (or its successor) for the operation of the Joint Cable Committee and the Access Channel for the period of one year? (Estimated to be + $39,000)

2. To see what sum the voters wish to raise and appropriate for the Norway Historical Society? (2006-2007 appropriation $2,500) 

· SELECTBOARD AND BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend $2,000                                                        

3. To see what sum the voters wish to raise and appropriate for membership in the Oxford Hills Chamber of Commerce?  (2006-2007                                                               appropriation $200)

· SELECTBOARD AND BUDGET COMMITTEE recommend $0

ARTICLE 42:  To see if the Town will vote to set dates when 2008/2009 taxes will become due,  when interest will be due and what rate will be charged.

· SELECTBOARD  RECOMMENDS:  FIRST HALF TAXES DUE DECEMBER 1, 2008, SECOND HALF DUE June 1, 2009.  INTEREST WILL BE CHARGED AT A RATE OF 11%.  INTEREST NOT CHARGED TO THOSE WHO SUCCESSFULLY MAKE ALL TAX CLUB PAYMENTS.

ARTICLE 43:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectboard to appoint a Budget Committee, said members of this committee to serve one year without pay.

ARTICLE 44:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-board, on behalf of the Town, to sell and dispose of any real estate acquired by the Town for non-payment of taxes thereon, on such terms as the board may deem advisable and to execute quit claim deeds for such property.

ARTICLE 45:  To see if the Town will vote to have anticipated revenues deducted from the 2008/2009 appropriations for the purpose of reducing the tax levy. 2007/2008 APPROPRIATION: $1,719,484

          SELECTPEOPLE and BUDGET COMMITTEE estimate  $1,560,203

         (This is a gross sum that includes revenues that were previously recommended in other warrant 

           articles) 

ARTICLE 46:  To see if the voters will vote to exceed the property tax levy limit of $2,485,295 established for the Town of Norway by state law in the event that the municipal budget approved under the preceding articles will result in a tax commitment that is greater than the property tax levy limit.

Given under our hands this 15st day of May, AD, 2008, Norway Select-board

Bruce Cook___________________________________________________

William Damon _______________________________________________ 


Leslie Flanders ________________________________________________  


Irene Millett __________________________________________________                                                                                                  


Russell Newcomb______________________________________________


