MINUTES

NORWAY PLANNING BOARD

NOVEMBER 13, 2008

MEMBERS PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN – DENNIS GRAY, SECRETARY – MARY LOU. ST JOHN, MICHAEL QUINN AND JOHN MORGAN.

MEMBERS ABSENT:  MICHAEL TWITCHELL, ALTERNATE – ANTHONY MORRA AND ALTERNATE – MAUREEN BIRTIC.

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 9, 2008.  Motion was made and seconded to accept as presented.  It was so voted.

LYNNE HOLLER REPRESENTING STEPHENS MRMORIAL HOSPITAL SEEKING AUTHORIZATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT TO RENOVATE THE INTENSIVE CARE UNIT.  MAP 30, LOT 12.   The ICU area was part of the 1978 building and has remained the same since.  There have been no upgrades.  The size of the ICU will remain the same, still 4 rooms.  They are updating cabinets, adding a bathroom, improving family waiting area; basically bringing it to date to increase its functionality.  Motion was made and seconded to authorize the building permit.  It was so vote.  Ms. Holler noted that construction would begin the first of the year.  

ROBERT VANNEST OF WESTERN FOOTHILLS LAND TRUST PRESENT TO DISCUSS ROBERTS FARM TRAIL NETWORK.  MAP 1, LOT 33.   Mr. Vannest stated that it has been 22 years since the trust incorporated.  This had been their most ambitious project to date.  The cost of the land was $330,000 and to date they have found grants to pay for all but $30,000, and they are still working toward covering that as well.  Healthy Oxford Hills granted $10,000 for design and construction.  They hired Mike Cooper to do design, Bill Newcomb is on the board of WFLT and is the consulting forester.  They estimate $40,000 to build the trails and they have about $15,000 now.  The trails are for non-motorized use only.  Snowshoers will not be allowed on the main trail, which will be constructed for High School Nordic skiing and be 5 kilometers, 12’ wide.  The trail designed for Middle School Nordic skiing will be 3 kilometers, 9’ wide.  Part of the trail system will be ADA compliant.  A hiking trail will be 3’ wide and start from the rest area, not from the parking lot area.  The Norway Trackers have agreed to groom the trails.  A 14’ bridge will be constructed over a gorge.  The board was impressed with the plan and agreed that there is nothing to review.  No permits are necessary at this time.    

SHORELAND ZONING REVISIONS.  Chairman Gray noted to the CEO that the Shoreland Zoning updates need to ready for adoption at the June 2009 annual town meeting.

MEETINGS CANCELLED.  The November 27 and December 25 meetings have been cancelled since they are Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Lou St. John

Secretary  

